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  Livestock Review and Outlook 

• Export Performance 
 

• 2016 Herd Profile / Calf Births 
 

• Market Situation: 

 Netherlands 

 Italy 

 Spain 
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•  Calf exports 15% lower, at 72,700 hd   

•  Weanlings & stores up 3.5%, to 45,700 hd 

•  Adult cattle fell by 53%, to 22,600 hd 
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Finished/Adult Cattle

Weanlings/Stores

Calves

*to w/e. 18th Dec  
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(000’ head) 2015 2016 % change 

Total 

NI 

GB 

Italy 

Spain 

Netherlands 

France 

Other EU 

Turkey 

Other int. mkt.s 

175,526 

53,773 

8,878 

24,410 

29,480 

43,677 

8,552 

2,016 

0 

4,740 

140,997 

23,981 

6,677 

18,499 

37,008 

27,041 

5,917 

3,665 

15,608 

2,601 

-20% 

-55% 

-25% 

-24% 

+26% 

-38% 

-31% 

+82% 

+100% 

-45% 

Live Cattle Exports 2016 
Distribution of Live Exports from Ireland up to w/e. 18th Dec. 
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(000’ head) 2015 2016 % change 

Total 

Belgium 

France 

Germany  

Italy  

UK 

Netherlands 

Singapore  

31,939 

1,664 

17,512 

4,439 

1,893 

3,388 

1,186 

1,857 

48,036 

8,507  

21,142 

4,901 

1,677 

2,094 

7,844 

1,871 

+50% 

+511% 

+21% 

+10% 

-11% 

-38% 

+561% 

+1% 

 

Live Sheep Exports 2016 
Distribution of Live Sheep Exports from Ireland 2015 vs 2016 

85% of live sheep exports 

(40,904) occurred in 

August & September   
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Herd Profile / Calf Births 
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Male Cattle Numbers by Age Category on 1st of October 

-21,000 

+72,000 

+39,000 
Source: AIM 
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-23,500 
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Calf Registrations up 2% in 2017 (w/e. 16/12) 

Source – ICBF / AIM 
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+5.4% 

-0.6% 
-5.2% +7.2% 

+7.8% 

-9.8% N/C. 
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Calf Registrations by Breed Jan-Oct 2016 vs ‘15 

Source - AIM 
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Prices paid for dairy-bred calves 

57% 

18% 

12% 

10% 
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Calf registrations to dairy dams by sire breed, 
2015 

Source: AIM 
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Source: ICBF 
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Average Prices: Weanling Bulls €/kg LW: ‘16 vs ‘15 

Source - IFJ Martwatch 

  Top 1/3  Average  Bottom 1/3 

2014 2.64 2.25 1.71 

2015 2.88 2.48 2.06 

2016 2.75 2.35 1.82 
-5.3% -4.5% -11.6% 
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Live Calf Imports – NL (2011 – 2015) 
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Live Calf Imports – NL (2015 – 2016) 

Origin >Wk 48 2016 >Wk 48 2015 % Change YOY 

Bel/Lux             44,157              68,536  -36% 

Germany          511,669           504,294  1% 

Denmark              26,383              29,687  -11% 

Ireland 2016             26,137              41,141  -36% 

Estonia             11,347              14,099  -20% 

Latvia             24,757              24,277  2% 

Lithuania             13,618              27,417  -50% 

Poland             15,448              26,881  -43% 

Czech Republic             14,609              14,392  2% 

Slovakia                   284                       -    - 

Romania                      -                         -    - 

Total          688,409           752,322  -8% 

(source: RVO) 
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Dutch Nuka’s (50+kg) Prices 2015-16 

Year High Low 

2016 €180/head €105/head 

2015 €135/head €65/head 

(source: dekalverhouder.nl) 
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Dutch White Veal Prices 2015-16 

Year High Low 

2016 €5.05/kg  €3.85/kg 

2015 €5.00/kg €4.37/kg 

(source: dekalverhouder.nl) 
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Dutch Rosé Veal (>8 months) Prices 2015-16 

Year High Low 

2016 €3.70/kg €3.05/kg 

2015 €3.60/kg €3.30/kg 

(source: dekalverhouder.nl) 
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Dutch Rosé Veal (<8 months) Prices 2015-16 

Year High Low 

2016 €4.03/kg €3.20/kg 

2015 €3.97/kg €3.45/kg 

(source: dekalverhouder.nl) 
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Dutch Milk Powder Prices 2015-16 

Year High Low 

2016 €198/100kg €131/100kg 

2015 €207/ 100kg €146/100kg 

(source: dekalverhouder.nl) 
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Dutch Whey Powder Prices 2015-16 

Year High Low 

2016 €85/100kg €49/100kg 

2015 €88/100kg €50/100kg 

(source: dekalverhouder.nl) 
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The Netherlands 2016 

Calf purchase prices peaked in June 
before falling off.  

Veal prices fell sharply in August but 
recovered in November.  

Milk powder prices have been steadily 
increasing since last spring. 

No official changes yet in transport 
regulations, although transporters will 
be subject to random spot checks 
focusing on calf hydration levels 

Advertising in De Kalverhouder, 
Boerderij, Vlees Magazine, Nieuwe 
Oogst 
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Italy 
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Italian Live Cattle Imports by Country (Jan-Nov) 

+26% 
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Italian Market Summary 2016 

• Increase in cattle imports of approx 10% 

• Cattle exports from Ireland were down 26% 

• Sharp increase of 13% in cattle imports from France, especially 
later in the year as French exports were restricted from Turkey 

• Beef consumption continued to decline by 3%. 

• Finished cattle prices down 3-4% on previous year’s levels. 

• Latest prices: R3 Y.Bulls €3.94/kg, U3’s: €4.21 (EU Commission) 

• Purchase price of weanlings followed a similar trend. 
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Italian Market Outlook 2017 

• The economic crisis continues to be felt, especially in the agri-

food sector 

• Red meat consumption and the willingness to spend on red 

meat are in decline 

• Also a decline in fresh meat imports -4.3% 

• Slight increase in the number of calf registrations in Italy 

(some increase in suckler cows) 

• Likely to see a decline livestock imports in 2017 
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FierAgricola Febuary 2016, Verona 

Positive PR generated – 6 articles in Italian agri media 
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Spain 
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 2,427,983    
 2,506,734    

 2,306,595    

 2,013,745    

 2,314,752     2,285,924    
2,222,003 2,182,590 

2,333,895 
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 643,167   661,732  
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   +2.3% 

+2.2% 

*2016 figures estimated based on Jan-Sept data  
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Beef Balance Sheet Jan-Sept 2016  
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Spanish Market Performance 2016, Jan-Sept 

• Spanish beef production increased by 2.3% or 39,560tn. 

• Beef consumption has remained stable,  mainly due to the increase in 

foodservice consumption 

• Beef imports showed an increase of nearly 13% reaching 90,155tn 

• Beef exports increased too by 4.6% to 127,303tn. 

• Cattle imports decreased by 12% (due to a drop in heavier animals) while 

cattle exports increased by grew by 55% from 59,307hd, to 92,206. 

• Calves <80kg imports are becoming even more relevant  >70% of imports 

• Cereal and beef price stability over the year 

• Irish exports to Spain accounted for 37,000hd (up 25%)  
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Crossed Male R-3 331-370kg Carcass Weight  

Price Evolution 2014-2016 

(€/kg carcass) 
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Friesian Carcass Price Evolution 2014-2016 

(€/kg carcass) 

 

 
<220KG CARCASS >220KG CARCASS 

Weeks 
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Spanish Exports of Cattle for Slaughter 
By country of destination, Jan-August 2016 

 



    Growing the success of Irish food & horticulture 

  

Spanish Exports of Cattle for Slaughter 

to Morocco, Lebanon, Libya, Algeria 
(´000hds) 

( 
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2017 Outlook 

• The confidence of Spanish finishing sector remains solid 

• Some recovery likely in domestic beef demand 

• Strong demand will remain for calves, while imports of stronger 

animals may decrease further as many feedlots are quite full 

• Growing interest in the import of Angus cattle  

• Spanish cattle exports to remain strong to 3rd countries 
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Summary 
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Summary 
• Live exports declined by 19% in 2016. 

• Decline in exports to N. Ireland, NL & Italy. 

• Spain is a key market for quality calves. 

• Holland remains more challenging: welfare, 

environment, milk powder prices, IBR? 

• French exports highly competitive in 2016 

• EU demand impacted by cull cow supplies 

• Increasing focus on international markets 

• Further increase in finished cattle supplies 

in 2017. 
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